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particular flower leads another to lay its eggs among the
ovules of the flower, which serve as food to the grubs*
Others go through more elaborate trains of action, as
when the mason-wasp lays its eggs in a mud-nest, fills
up the space with caterpillars, which it paralyses by means
of well-directed stings, and seals it up ; so that the cater-
pillars remain as a supply of fresh animal food for the
young which the parent will never see and of whose needs
it can have no knowledge or idea.

Among the lower vertebrate animals also instinctive
actions, hardly at all modified by intelligent control, are
common. The young chick runs to his mother in response
to a call of peculiar quality and nestles beneath her;
the young squirrel, brought up in lonely captivity, when
nuts are given him for the first time, opens and eats some
and buries others with all the movements characteristic
of his species ; the kitten in the presence of a dog or
a mouse assumes the characteristic feline attitudes and
behaves as all his fellows of countless generations have
behaved. Even so intelligent an animal as the domesti-
cated dog behaves on some occasions in a purely instinctive
fashion ; when, for example, a terrier comes across the
trail of a rabbit, his hunting instinct is immediately
aroused by the scent; he becomes blind and deaf to all
other impressions as he follows the trail, and then, when
he sights his quarry, breaks out into the yapping which is
peculiar to occasions of this kind. His wild ancestors
hunted in packs, and, under those conditions, the char-
acteristic bark emitted on sighting the quarry served to
bring his fellows to his aid; but when me domesticated
terrier hunts alone, his excited yapping can but facilitate
the escape of his quarry; yet the old social instinct
operates too powerfully to be controlled by his moderate
intelligence.

These few instances of purely instinctive behaviour
illustrate clearly its nature, In the typical case some
sense-impression, or combination of sense*>impression$,
excites some perfectly definite behaviour, some movement
or train of movements which is the same in all individuals
of the species and on all similar occasions; and in general